
 

 
 

 

 
 

Joint Statement  
 

on cooperation and complementarity between Europol and Frontex 
 
 
 

Given their complementary roles and the synergies of their respective mandates, the European Border 
and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) and the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation 
(Europol) remain committed to contribute jointly to the strengthening of the area of freedom, security 
and justice. Both Agencies recognise that effective collaboration and mutual alignment are central to 
ensuring the full implementation of their mandates covering respectively the European law 
enforcement response to serious organised crime and terrorism and the management of the EU’s 
external borders.  

 

Both Agencies fully recognise the challenges and threats to the European Union that call  
for a coherent, coordinated response. In particular, migrant smuggling and trafficking in human beings 
require close cooperation between Frontex and Europol, to ensure maximal operational impact.  

 

In recent years the mandates of both Agencies have been significantly enhanced, opening new 
possibilities for inter-agency cooperation. In particular, the mutual exchange of information, including 
for operational purposes in support to the Member States, needs to be strengthened and prioritised. 

 

In this light, the Executive Directors of Frontex and Europol met today together with their Executive 
Management teams and declare their commitment to prioritise joint activities that will: 

 

1. further strengthen mutual exchange of information at all levels, including operational 
information;  

2. increase joint operational impact on cross-border crime, in particular migrant smuggling  
and trafficking in human beings;  

3. enhance the Agencies’ solid partnership that reflects both sides’ complementary roles, 
capabilities and expertise and intensify joint synergies towards the result-driven 
implementation of each other’s mandates, avoiding duplication of efforts, filling identified 
gaps and seeking for further alignment; 

4. facilitate the speedy conclusion of the working arrangement, so that the full potential 
provided by the enhanced mandates of both Agencies can be fully realised; 



 

 
 

 

5. support the development of new capabilities. This will be done in particular through Frontex’s 
active contribution to the European Innovation Hub and through Europol’s support in the 
development of the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) and 
interoperability. 
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