29 ARRESTS IN FRANCE AND SPAIN IN A MIGRANT SMUGGLING CASE
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Press Release

Minors who escaped from protection centres were also smuggled by the criminal group

The Spanish National Police (Policía Nacional) and the French National Police (Police Nationale), supported by Europol, dismantled a large poly-criminal
network involved in migrant smuggling, tra cking of human beings and drug tra cking.
The organised criminal group targeted also unaccompanied minors in protection centres in Spain. They incited the minors to escape the centres and embark
on dangerous journeys towards western Europe. The criminal group used recruiters from different countries to target migrants from their own national group
(Algerian, Malian, Moroccan and Syrian). The irregular migrants were transported from the Spanish port of Almería to France on buses owned by companies
located in France, Morocco and Spain. The criminal group also used the buses to smuggle hashish, tobacco and hunting species. The goods and animals were
hidden in holes in the vehicles, which had been speci cally created to conceal their smuggling efforts.
The investigation began with the arrest of a Spanish national in France who was driving a bus with 22 irregular migrants on board, six of whom were minors.
The information triggered a large-scale investigation in Spain, which uncovered a criminal network allegedly headed by the main administrator of the company
owning the buses, a Moroccan citizen. The operation resulted in the arrest of 26 suspects in Spain and 3 in France, 14 house searches and the seizure of €33
000, various documents, computer equipment, more than 200kg of hashish, a vehicle and a trailer.
Europol supported the operation with coordination, analysis and information exchange. Europol nanced the organisation of an operational meeting and
provided on-the-sport operational support during the action day with the deployment of two analysts in Spain and one in France to support the action in the
eld.
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In 2010 the European Union set up a four-year Policy Cycle to ensure greater continuity in the ght against serious international and organised crime. In 2017
the Council of the EU decided to continue the EU Policy Cycle for the 2018 - 2021 period. It aims to tackle the most signi cant threats posed by organised and
serious international crime to the EU. This is achieved by improving and strengthening cooperation between the relevant services of EU Member States,
institutions and agencies, as well as non-EU countries and organisations, including the private sector where relevant. Facilitation of illegal immigration is one
of the priorities for the Policy Cycle.
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