42 ARRESTED FOR TRAFFICKING STOLEN WASTE FROM SPAIN TO ASIA
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The losses for the municipality of Madrid amount to 16 million

The Spanish Civil Guard (Guardia Civil), supported by Europol and the Spanish Central Prosecutor Unit for Environment and Urbanism (Fiscalía de Medio
Ambiente y Urbanismo), cracked down on a large criminal network involved in environmental crime and money laundering. The criminal group, was stealing
waste and trafficking it to Southeast Asia and isbelieved to have generated about €16 million loss for the municipality of Madrid.

FROM WASTE MANAGEMENT TO WASTE TRAFFICKING
The investigation focused on a company, based in Madrid, which was specialised in waste management. Since 2015, the company was organising illegal
collection of paper and paperboard in the city. This waste was then mixed with legally collected waste, in breach of the regulative framework, before being
shipped to Southeast Asia, mainly to China, India, Indonesia and South Korea.
The investigation into this very well structured criminal network uncovered 9 300 tonnes of paper worth €2.3 million. In addition, 278 illegal shipments with 67
000 tonnes of waste worth €10 million were also discovered.
On the action day, the Spanish authorities seized 11 truckswhich the criminal network used for the theft of waste from municipal containers while causing
damage to public property. The operation led to the arrests of 42 individuals suspected to be part of the criminal network.

SAFER ENVIRONMENT WITH STRICT EU REGULATIONS ON WASTE
EU regulation establishes a strict procedure for the transport of waste from one Member State to another and to countries outside of the EU. The surveillance
and control of such shipments insure the preservation of the environment.
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Europol facilitated the information exchange between involved national authorities. Europol’s experts also cross-checked operational information against
Europol’s databases and provided analytical support to the Spanish authorities.

Watch Video 

In 2010 the European Union set up a four-year Policy Cycle to ensure greater continuity in the fight against serious international and organised crime. In March
2017 the Council of the EU decided to continue the EU Policy Cycle for organised and serious international crime for the 2018 - 2021 period. This multiannual
Policy Cycle aims to tackle the most significant threats posed by organised and serious international crime to the EU in a coherent and methodological manner.
This is achieved by improving and strengthening cooperation between the relevant services of EU Member States, institutions and agencies, as well as non-EU
countries and organisations, including the private sector where relevant. Environmental crime is one of the priorities for the Policy Cycle.
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