BALKAN COCAINE CARTEL TAKEN DOWN IN MONTENEGRO
11 Mar 2020
Press Release

Trafficking gang is going down after the interception of a catamaran transporting 850kg of cocaine from the Caribbean to Europe

A large Balkan criminal network trafficking drugs, mainly cocaine, from source countries to Europe has been dismantled in a large international operation. This hit
has severely disrupted one of the smuggling routes from Central America to Europe.
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This complex international investigation was led by Montenegro and supported by Europol, and law enforcement authorities from Austria, Croatia, France,
Portugal, Serbia and Slovenia.
On 10 March, law enforcement officers from Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia arrested eight members of the criminal group, one of which is believe to be its
leader. The operational activities were also supported on the ground by two investigators from France and Portugal.
In total, 20 locations were searched (18 in Montenegro and two in Croatia and Serbia). Since the beginning of the operation in 2017, 12 individuals were
arrested (one in Croatia, 8 in Montenegro, four in Portugal and one in Serbia) and five other suspects are awaiting to be charged.
The operation, launched in 2017 by Montenegro, led to the interception in 2018 in Portugal of a catamaran transporting large quantities of cocaine. The
vessel was smuggling 840 kilogrammes of cocaine shipped from the Caribbean to Europe. Four crewmembers of Bosnian, Montenegrin and Serbian
nationalities were then arrested.
Europol facilitated the information exchange between the participating countries, provided coordination support and analysed operational information against
Europol’s databases to give leads to investigators. Europol also supported financially the deployment of investigators on the field. The simultaneous operational
activities in Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro were coordinated through a real-time virtual command application, which was set-up at Europol.
This operation was a part of a broader European strategy against the Balkan Cartel and its top targets, which involves EU law enforcement authorities, Western
Balkan countries and Europol.

In 2010 the European Union set up a four-year Policy Cycle to ensure greater continuity in the fight against serious international and organised crime. In 2017
the Council of the EU decided to continue the EU Policy Cycle for the 2018 - 2021 period. It aims to tackle the most significant threats posed by organised and
serious international crime to the EU. This is achieved by improving and strengthening cooperation between the relevant services of EU Member States,
institutions and agencies, as well as non-EU countries and organisations, including the private sector where relevant. Drug trafficking is one of the priorities for
the Policy Cycle.

CRIME AREAS
TARGET GROUPS
SUPPORT &
SERVICES

Drug Trafficking • Cocaine and heroin
General Public • Law Enforcement • Academia • Professor • Students • Researcher • Press/Journalists • Other
Operational coordination • Information exchange • Analysis • Operational • Intelligence • Mobile office

Source URL: https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/balkan-cocaine-cartel-taken-down-in-montenegro

2

