SPAIN AND PORTUGAL TAKE ILLEGAL IVORY OFF THE BLACK MARKET
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Antique dealers sold ivory figurines online and at auction

The Spanish Civil Guard (Guardia Civil) and the Portuguese Civil Guard (Guardia Nacional Republicana) have broken up a criminal network trafficking ivory
online.
The investigation led to the seizure of 355 ivory figurines and 2 tusks in Spain and Portugal, all worth about €120 000 on the black market. The operation, which
was supported by Europol, resulted in the arrest of eight individuals suspected of crimes against wildlife.
The ivory was sold online and at auction. The checks carried out during the investigation detected several companies involved and numerous invoices showing
transactions from auctions.

HIGH DEMAND FUELS THE ILLEGAL IVORY TRADE
The ivory trade is life-threatening for protected elephants and finances other serious criminal activities. Although banned since 1989, the illegal ivory trade has
been on the rise over the past decade. The reason is the high demand for ivory items from China and other countries in Asia. Although other trade routes exist,
ivory is mainly sourced from Africa and is sent through Europe towards its final destinations in Asia.
Both elephant species – the African elephant and the Asian elephant – are included in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES). To limit elephant poaching, fighting the trafficking of ivory has become a priority for the EU and EU Member States. Ivory is no longer
exported from the EU, with the very few exceptions of scientific, enforcement or educational nature. This comes after a recommendation issued in 2017 by the
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European Commission to stop issuing export documents for raw ivory.
During the operation, Europol facilitated the information exchange and coordinated operational activities between involved national authorities. Europol’s experts
also cross-checked operational information against Europol’s databases and provided analytical support to the Spanish and Portuguese authorities.

In 2010 the European Union set up a four-year Policy Cycle o ensure greater continuity in the fight against serious international and organised crime. In 2017 the
Council of the EU decided to continue the EU Policy Cycle for the 2018 - 2021 period. It aims to tackle the most significant threats posed by organised and
serious international crime to the EU. This is achieved by improving and strengthening cooperation between the relevant services of EU Member States,
institutions and agencies, as well as non-EU countries and organisations, including the private sector where relevant. Environmental crime is one of the priorities
for the Policy Cycle.
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