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The European Cybercrime Centre 
(EC3) opened in January 2013, 

with the stated intention of sup-
porting EU Member States in pursu-
ing their cybercrime investigations. 
One year later, EC3 has already made 
significant contributions to a variety 
of complex cybercrime cases, and 
has plans to develop its capabilities 
even further in the coming year. 

The investigators and analysts who 
joined EC3 from within Europol gave 
it the necessary impetus from day 
one; their operational experience 
has already been put to good use 
in some of the most complex and 
technologically advanced investi-
gations Europol has ever supported. 
Their ranks have been bolstered by 
an enthusiastic team of newcom-
ers who are contributing the latest 
cyber know-how and helping EC3 
to strengthen its partnerships with 
the global law enforcement and  
judicial communities, CERTs 
and the private sector. 

In 2014, I expect EC3 to make use of 
its newly opened Multi-Disciplinary 
Centre for Cyber Innovation (MDC-
CI) to support and coordinate an in-
creasing number of cybercrime-re-
lated operations. 2014 should also 
see the publication of important 
new threat assessments to help 
police chiefs and policy-makers 
to tackle cyber-related crime phe-
nomena.

EC3’s progress in its first 12 months 
has been remarkable but, in such a 
rapidly evolving environment, we 
will have to remain agile in order 
to continue disrupting criminals’ 
online activities and making cyber-
space a safer environment.

Rob Wainwright,
Europol Director

For me and for the staff in EC3, 
this first birthday is an occasion 

of great pride, satisfaction and joy. 
We opened our doors for business a 
year ago and since then have con-
stantly developed and enhanced 
new services.  Because we were rel-
atively few in the beginning, each 
staff member needed to run faster, 
be more flexible and carefully priori-
tise a wider range of responsibilities 
than we originally planned. That 
was not always an easy task, but I am 
confident we managed. Now, at the 
end of our first year, I can conclude 
that we have more tasks, more op-
erations and investigations than our 
present staff can cope with: that is 
actually a good sign of success. 

But all of this would not have been 
possible without huge support 
from our colleagues in other parts 
of Europol, the trust from our col-
leagues in the 28 EU Member States 
and the invaluable advice, tips and 
expertise from our stakeholders in 
the Programme Board.

Next year will be even more de-
manding. I very much hope that the 
European Commission, Council and 
European Parliament will contin-
ue to support EC3’s development. 
Without this support we cannot 
assist our frontline colleagues in 
the Member States to protect our 
freedom and security on an Inter-
net which we will all very soon be 
connected to - always, as will the 
criminals.

Troels Oerting,
Head of EC3
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generating large
criminal pro�ts

The European Cybercrime Centre (EC3), through its three Focal
Points (FP) Cyborg, Terminal and Twins, is mandated 

to assist the Member States in combating 
the following forms of cybercrime: Seizure of

and several thousand in e-currency

computers infected 

compromised
servers

of companies located in countries
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Ongoing operations in several

 online environments supported:
hidden services,  P2P, websites,

forums, web streaming and 
commercial distribution of child 

abuse material

arrests in total


